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Waber oondltions wers felrly favereble during 1956, except for a rather
dry fall sosson, Fredipitation from Japuary 1 to this dete has totalled
16,96 inches, snd little more oan bo expeoted for the remsining few days
of the year, Celendar yeer 1984 showed o total of 18,28 inches and 1963,
the reoord yesr, showed 10,08 incheg,.

A heavy run«off ceme in the spring of 1986 and light rains through the
summer kept all lmpoundmsnts elose to the full mark until the first pert of
Septembar, During the fall months, it was nedessary to lower Msdicine Lske
appraciably to maelntein a desireable level in the Homsatead Unit impoundments,
and offget the heavy ovaporabion, '-

Refuge water levels at freeszeup time in Hciwmhar wore as follows:

Tmpoundmant Spill Lovel 1968 Apyr. Level, November Lavael,
Eaty's Lake No epillway 1963.,00 1962,00

No. 4 {Medioine Leke) 1643,02 1945.00 1940,80

No, 8 (Homwatead) 1657,.858 1937,85 1936,30 -
No, 10 1945,00 1045400 1948.39

Noo. 12 1985,98 1864,00 1966,36

Water conditions and levels were only moderstely favorable for acquatic
waterfowl food plants, in 1966. Sago pondweed showed a noticeable decrease in
grouwth, We are reluctant to attribute this poor sbowlong to water or olimetio
conditions und incline more toward e bellef that the large carp opupulation
nay be responsible, Large numbers of these voracious fesders wera observed
many times tearing up patohes vf sago and the turbidity of the water wag
alao greatly lncreased by the oarp,

It 1a belleved that a continuation of the same water levels for 1956 as
approved for 1858 will provide the mpst favorable conditions for both watsre
fowl snd aquatio growths, The practice of meinbaining the Homsstead Unit
lmpoundments at a desirable level by releasing water from Medicine Lake as
needed peems to work oub very satisfactorlly and 1t is proposed to follow that
plan again in 1966, The proposed levels sre shown below,

Impoundment 3pill Level Proposed Max. level for

1966
KetyTs Laks ™ o AELT ey 1968, 00
Voo 4 (Mscdicine Lake) 1943,02 1945,00

No. 6 (Homestead) 19387.8b ~ 1887.85
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Tmpoundment 8pill Level Propesed ¥ax, Level for 1056

No, 11 1962, 64 19628 .64
No. 12 1956,95 1984,00

So far, the snowfall has been very light this winter, with prectionlly
no acoumulatlon to oreate aspring run-off, but it is too early to hazard
any guespes sy to the amount of water we may be oalled wpon to handle.

A report will be submitted in the spring to show oonditions st that tine .
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